Friends of Lake Balboa

Department of Recreation and Parks

City of Los Angeles

Minutes of January 26, 2010 Meeting
Valley Region Headquarters, 6335 Woodley Avenue
Attendance:  The meeting was called to order at 5:09 p.m. by Glenn Bailey. In attendance were:  Anne Abramson, Patrick Aubuchon, Glenn Bailey, Jack Baird, Kerri Barton, Leonard Beder, Remie Beder, Sharon Brewer, Dale Gefre, Lynne Holtz, Ramin Kalani, Lee Ann Kennedy, Lyn Klein, Bahman (Moe) Mojallal, Allen Nelson, Michael Peratis (Sierra Pacific Flyfishers), Abel Perez (Recreation and Parks), Diana Wilson, and Frances Zamir.
Meeting Date, Time, and Location:  The day and time of this meeting was changed to accommodate Recreation and Parks (RAP).  This meeting was changed to meet before the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Areas Steering Committee (SBWASC) meeting at 7:00 p.m. also at the Valley Region Headquarters.  This is a public meeting and the Friends of Lake Balboa (FOLB) are invited to attend.
The next FOLB meeting will meet at our regular day and time; Thursday, March 25, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at the Tillman Water Reclamation Plant Conference Room.  The address is 6100 Woodley Avenue.
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the December 3, 2009 meeting were reviewed.  The minutes were approved as submitted (Francie/Pat).  Glenn noted that anyone who wants to be involved in reviewing and commenting on the draft minutes to please let us know and the rough drafts can be e-mailed to them.
Public Comments:  
· Anne said that the erosion at Bull Creek is worse since the rains.  Glenn said that some other restored creeks have boulders at the toe of the slope, but unfortunately it was apparently not done here.  Abel said the oxbow is washed out also.  RAP is going back and forth with USACE.
Pat said the crevasses on the trails at Bull Creek is due to faulty engineering.  The trail is flat and it should have a 2 to 3 degree off slope at the edges, to allow run-off.  

· Diana noted that a lot of the birds and fish are gone.  There is a lack of water in the oxbow; therefore the birds are gone from this area.  Pat said he believed USACE shut down the water to the oxbow for repairs.  Diana also noted that many of the cat tail plants are gone.  Glenn noted that this is a flood control basin and due to the amount of rain this is to be expected.

FOLB Co-Chairs Report:  Glenn thanked the FOLB members for keeping us informed of newspaper articles, sending photos, etc.  
Display Board/Kiosks:  One kiosk was previously installed at the southwest corner of the lake.  Two additional ones have been installed.  One is located by the south restrooms and the other by the cascade.  We will post information from the Office of Public Safety (OPS) and LAPD, and the lost and found procedures at these three kiosks around the lake.  The kiosk by the kite field is supposed to be for posting the event notices for that area by the RAP Permit Office.
Glenn said that unauthorized flyers have been posted on the outside of the kiosks that are not sanctioned by FOLB or RAP pertaining to the Persian New Year Festival.  The purposes of these kiosks are for general information and we encourage that the unsanctioned items be removed upon discovery.  

Michael noted that the Sierra Pacific Flyfishers (SPFF) previously offer to pay for a kiosk if it was installed by the fly casting area.  RAP has paid for and installed the three around the lake.  Glenn said that another kiosk there may be valuable, and we will keep this on the list of pending items.
Department of Recreation and Parks Report, Previous Recommendations, Requests, and Pending Items (see list distributed at meeting):
· Wood Delineators:  Abel said the construction crew has been severely cut from eleven to three employees.  Possibly more cuts in the future.  As of this morning 50 wooden delineators have been installed east of the Balboa Blvd. entrance on the south side of the road to prevent illegal parking.

· Plastic Delineators Along the Bicycle Path by the Woodley Entrance:  This project has been stopped, because most of the delineators have already been knocked down.  Abel said that RAP is contemplating plastic PVC pipe.  Delineators that are not permanent may be safer for bicycle riders.  The main purpose is to separate the vehicles from the bicycles.  Also it will help protect the path from damage.  For example, cars driving over the path have damage the path previously.    Dale noted that he has stated before that old telephone poles can be used at probably no cost to RAP.
· Recycled Water:  Lake Balboa/Beilenson Park is now irrigated with recycled water and therefore this park is no longer subjected to the water restrictions.
· Kiosks:  Glenn encouraged FOLB members to submit ideas of information that should be posted in the kiosks, along with public safety, lost and found, and meeting information.

· Cherry Trees:  Lyn noted that USACE said that non-native plants should not be planted on USACE property.  She asked if the cherry trees will continue to be planted at Lake Balboa Park.  Abel said he believes that the park is exempt and RAP will be replacing dying trees.  Lyn questioned if these trees frequently die, should they be replaced with non-native trees?  

· Wisteria Vines:  Abel said more wisteria vines are on order.  He will not use volunteers to prune the vines.  
· Staff Reduction:  The staff reductions are still occurring.  Abel noted that even he takes a furlough day once a month.  
· “No Bikes on the Walk Path” Signs:  Abel said no signs are on order.  There are already a lot of signs around the park.  Pat said the lifeguards spend a lot of time trying to get the bikes off the walk path.

· “No Fishing” Stencil:  Glenn asked Abel if he can get the paint and we would request Aquatics to repaint the “No Fishing” around the lake, as they have done in the past.  Abel said he will ask the painters if they can do the painting.  The painters are union employees and it may create problems if it is done by someone else.  Glenn asked that any painting on the walkway be done NOT in white.  White blends in with the walk path and the bird droppings.  
· Sierra Pacific Flyfishers Proposal to Improve the Casting Area:  Michael said the SPFF mailed their proposal to Ramon Barajas (RAP) in July 2009.  A copy dated July 31, 2009 was handed to the FOLB.  Abel spoke to Steve Moe (RAP) about the proposal.  Unfortunately, Steve is out on disability and will retire soon.  Ramon Barajas is taking care of many jobs and has very little time.  Abel and FOLB will follow-up on this.  Glenn requested Michael e-mail the proposal to FOLB.
Michael wants RAP to address SPFF’s concern about the liability insurance.  The workers on the project are required to be covered by insurance during the construction phase.  Michael wants to know if SPFF will face any liability after the construction, if so they will rescind their offer.  Abel said that RAP is vulnerable to lawsuits, because of their “deep pockets.”  Michael suggested that SPFF could finance the project and allow RAP employees to do the work thereby releasing SPFF of any future liability.
Michael also questioned how they can obtain a Right of Entry Permit and he wants to know what other requirements they face.  Abel recommended that he talk to Louis Loomis (RAP).  Abel believes refurbishing the casting area is a good idea.  

· Fishing Line Recycling Bin:  Michael asked how often the bins are utilized.  It was also questioned as to who empties the bins.  Kerri noted that Ginger Vallery said previously that Ron Fagan, who installed the bins, also empties them.  

· Graffiti:  Glenn urged the members to call in graffiti to RAP.  Previously, FOLB could call in the work orders to have graffiti removed.  However, now all graffiti reports must be called into Jeremy Thomas (RAP).  It was requested that reports include a detailed description of the location.  To report graffiti vandals in the act, call “911.”  

· Chaining the Trash Cans by the Lake:  RAP does have the chains, however they currently do not have the personnel to chain the trash cans.  Abel will talk to Jeremy to chain the cans near the lake to a post or move the trash cans further away from the lake if posts are not nearby.

· Bicycle Rental Concessionaire:  At a previous meeting, we requested that the rules be posted on the rented bicycles.  Tim Johnson (RAP) spoke to the concessionaire.  Glenn said the rules are still not on the bicycles but a map depicting that bicycles are not allowed on the walkpath around the lake is posted at the rental stand.  Abel said he would talk the concessionaire.  Sharon suggested that the rules should be specific to Lake Balboa Park.  It should not be generic rules listed.  Glenn suggested acknowledgement of the rules should be initialed by the renter.  If there continues to be many violations, we can address the concessionaire about it.

· No Smoking:  Signs have been posted throughout the park.  Abel said the employees have been informed about the rule.  Glenn noted that OPS has cited violations of this city ordinance.

· Volunteers:  Abel stated that volunteers can do trash pick-up, as it is done in the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Areas.  RAP still utilizes court-appointed workers; however they require a RAP supervisor.  They are scattered throughout the city and are utilized by different agencies.  

Diana said that volunteers in other parks educate park users about the plants and wildlife.  She believes people would be interested in this at Lake Balboa and will gain a greater appreciation for the park.  Jack suggested the Audubon Society or the Sierra Club could conduct these tours.  Glenn noted that this is done in the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Area.  Lyn suggested contacting the downtown Audubon Society office.

· Damaged Barbecues:  Abel said the damaged barbecues are being removed, but not replaced.

· Bicycle Rules at Bull Creek:  Abel said he will request “No Bicycles Allowed” signs be posted at the entrances to the paths of Bull Creek.  Glenn suggested a comprehensive sign of the rules be posted at the entrances to Bull Creek.  

· Weeds at Bull Creek:  Glenn noted that the maintenance of Bull Creek area is expected to be turned over to RAP in May 2010.

· Orange Fencing around Bull Creek:  Abel is aware the orange fencing is deteriorating, due to exposure to the elements.

· Static Water in Bull Creek:  Previously discussed.

· Shopping Carts in Bull Creek:  A winch is required to remove the shopping carts in Bull Creek.  Abel is trying to obtain a truck with a winch.

· Lake Management Department:  Abel currently does not have an answer for the lack of a lake management department.  Currently it is staffed by the Forestry Division of RAP. 
· Gophers:  Abel said this will be an ongoing problem at Lake Balboa Park.

· Slippery Bridge:  The previous work order to “rough-up” the surface of the bridge was denied by the construction department.  Chuck Richmond (RAP), who was in charge of the construction department, has retired.  Abel will look at the bridge with Jeremy and decide if they should order signs or resubmit the work order.
· Bench by Parking Lot #1 is Off the Walk Path:  Jeremy is aware that the bench needs to be moved off the grass and back on to the walk path.  He is trying to get the proper equipment.

· Bicycle Racks Installed Incorrectly:  Three of the four recently installed bicycle racks were installed incorrectly.  Some were installed too close to plants and rocks, impeding locking up bicycles properly.  The bicycle rack installed by the lifeguard station is too close to vehicle traffic.  These were not installed by city workers.  Abel said that RAP did have to approve the project.  He will consult Glenn on future bicycle rack projects.
· Erosion at Bull Creek:  Francie said the oxbow needs to be repaired.  She wanted to know who is responsible for the repairs of Bull Creek.  Abel said he is going back and forth with USACE.  Francie pointed out that if they are still in charge of it, then it is still their responsibility.  Abel agreed with her.  He also mentioned that RAP cannot get equipment into the oxbow.  Glenn noted that the SBWASC will discuss this matter also.  It was recommended that complaints should be addressed to Katie Parks and Ed Louie of USACE.  
Feeding the Birds; Recent Daily News Article:  Recently Daily News ran an article about the feeding the birds at Lake Balboa Park (posted on the FOLB website).  The problem with the article is that it glorifies feeding the birds.  Sharon noted that the article did not mention the signs stating “No Feeding the Birds.”  Nor did the article mention that feeding the birds affects their safety and migratory patterns.  This article may have also attributed to Thelma, the goose, being taken.  Dale mentioned that Councilman LaBonge publicized the signs at Griffith Park stating a $2,000 fine for feeding the wildlife.  Sharon said this fine deals with the coyotes.  Glenn suggested that anyone with concerns to contact Dana Bartholomew at the Daily News.  Lyn suggested contributing an op-ed piece.  
Fishing Impacts on Birds and Park Patrons:  The water quality needs to be addressed, because it impacts the wildlife.  The USACE Master Plan should deal with this issue.  If you cannot drink the water, should fishing be allowed?  Dale noted that Fish and Game has been citing for the lack of fishing licenses.  The license must be visible.  Dale said that one angry recipient damaged the tires on Fish and Game’s truck.
Recreation and Parks Report, New Items:  None
Public Safety Updates, OPS Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Evelyn Solano (via email):  Along with LAPD, OPS officers continue to provide extra patrols throughout the Sepulveda Basin.  In Lake Balboa, officers have issued citations for smoking in the park, possession of alcohol and several parking violations.  Vandalism reports have been filed for graffiti along the bridge(s) and in the restrooms.  She expressed appreciation for the photos FOLB have forwarded her.  LAPD SLO Ham informed her that LAPD has been conducting Task Forces, targeting burglaries from motor vehicles.  Det. Potter advised her that an arrest was made last week for a burglary from a vehicle at Woodley Golf.  Approximately five transient encampments were removed from the north side of the Sepulveda Basin.  Three additional encampments were posted for removal.  In the Wildlife area, officers have issued citations for fishing, smoking and leash law violations.  The 18-wheel trucks that park along Woodley Ave. have decreased.  Officers continue to issue citations and remove violators weekly.

Officer Solano has received complaints about the taking of several geese from Lake Balboa.  She will work to get additional patrols from Animal Services and Fish and Game.  She will also put together some Task Forces for targeting enforcement focusing on violations relating to the area’s wildlife and fishing without a license.

Vehicle Break-Ins:  Glenn noted that there have been several car break-ins, including at the dirt parking lot by Bull Creek.  He reminded everyone to hide valuables before you get to the park and to let others know also.

Persian New Year (Nooruz) Festival, April 4, 2010:  FOLB, previously, recommended that the Persian New Year event be held on a day other than Easter Sunday.  Nooruz runs 13 days, so we felt it was reasonable to have the event on a different day.  Anne noted that Shahbod (Shawn) Noori stated at our previous meeting, he is willing to have his event on a day other than Easter.  Dale and Diana both said that April 4 will create a clash at the park.  The event organizer will be Bahman (Moe) Bahman, who said that it is unfortunate that Nooruz falls on Easter.  He is trying to deal with the traffic and parking issues.  He is also trying to correct all the problems from the previous year.  Glenn said he will forward Ramon Barajas e-mail to the FOLB.  It was recommended that concerns be sent to Ramon Barajas, Kevin Reagan (RAP), Jon Kirk Mukri (RAP) and the city Council.  Allen noted that Councilman Cardenas will be the next Lake Balboa Neighborhood Council meeting on February 3, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Jeremy Thomas:  Glenn introduced Jeremy Thomas.  He vowed to do as much as he can.  Glenn noted that Tim Johnson and Jeremy have worked very well with FOLB.  
Possible Music Festival in 2010:  Allen said that Lynda Levitan (Councilman Cardenas’s office) said she does not believe this event will be approved.  
Sepulveda Basin Master Plan Update Public Meeting:  This second meeting is scheduled for Saturday, February 20, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at the Sepulveda Garden Center.  So far we have not received a flyer confirming this date and time, so it may possibly change.  This meeting is very important, because it deals with the future of the Sepulveda Basin.

Schedule Election for FOLB Officers:  The election of FOLB officers will be on the next agenda, so  that more members can attend the meeting.  

Additional Public Comments:  None.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 25, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. at the Tillman Water Reclamation Plant Conference Room, 6100 Woodley Avenue.  Since FOLB meets every other month, we plan to meet with RAP every fourth month.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Kerri Barton
