Friends of Lake Balboa

Department of Recreation and Parks

City of Los Angeles

Proposed Minutes of May 27, 2010 Meeting

Tillman Water Reclamation Plant Conference Room

6100 Woodley Avenue

Attendance:  The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. by Glenn Bailey. In attendance were:  Anne Abramson, Glenn Bailey, Kerri Barton, Sharon Brewer, David Gadelha (Recreation and Parks, Municipal Sports Office), Linda McMillan, Allen Nelson, Officer Gregory Randall (Dept. of Animal Service, Wildlife Specialist), Ivan Rodriguez (Recreation and Parks, Citywide Aquatics), and Diana Wilson.
Co-Chairs Report, Glenn Bailey:  Jeremy Thomas, who is in charge of the maintenance staff at Lake Balboa Park, will be leaving Recreation and Parks (RAP).  His replacement will be Robert Baker.  His e-mail address is Robert.D.Baker@lacity.org.  Jeremy’s last day is June 4, 2010.

Previously, the walk path in the Bull Creek area ended on the west side by the bicycle path.  The walk path was not completed as it was designed in the original plans.  RAP has completed the walk path and it will be opened soon.  The orange fencing will be moved to accommodate the new path.
The website, www.FriendsOfLakeBalboa.org, since our last meeting two months ago has had 544 new hits.  As of today, a Google search of Lake Balboa results in 572,000 matches.  FOLB is listed as number six.  Two months ago we were listed as number eight.  A Google search of Friends of Lake Balboa results in 477,000 matches.  FOLB is still listed as number one.  

Public Safety Update, Office of Public Safety:  Senior Lead Officer Evelyn Solano e-mailed Glenn an update.  
· Both LAPD and OPS have seen a decrease in crime, relating to burglary from motor vehicles, leash law, loitering after hours and parking violations.
· Throughout the month of May, SLO Ham (LAPD) and SLO Solano have cleared out 7 to 12 transient encampments, along the Los Angeles River, as well as, in the Wildlife area.  Four misdemeanor arrests resulted from the clean-ups and several citations were issued relating to smoking and drinking violations.  Clean-up projects throughout the Sepulveda Basin are ongoing.  

· She noted that OPS and the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) have received complaints relating to geese either missing and/or found injured at Lake Balboa Park.  She has contacted Officer Wood (DFG).  There will be extra patrols by OPS, LAPD and DFG.

· SLO Solano thanked Jeremy Thomas (RAP) for his help clearing out the encampments.  She also thanked the FOLB for their continued interest and support in keeping a safe and fun environment for all who visit our city parks.

· If anyone requires further information, please contact SLO Solano.  Her e-mail address is Evelyn.Solano@lacity.org.
Guest Speaker, Ivan Rodriguez, Citywide Aquatics:  Ivan noted that the Department of Transportation (DOT) have been coming to the park every week and citing for parking violations.  He said they did not come into the park before, because they felt it was not their jurisdiction.  DOT is patrolling on Saturdays and Sundays.  There has been a reduction in illegal parking (for example, parking on the grass).  
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the March 25, 2010 meeting were reviewed and approved as submitted.  

Guest Speaker, Department of Animal Services Officer Gregory Randall, Wildlife Specialist:  Gregory noted that their website is www.laanimalservice.com.  Gregory has been with the Department of Animal Services (DAS) for 20 years.  The department tries to educate people how to deter the wildlife from the neighborhoods.  Coyotes have always been in the park.  There has been an increase of people feeding the wildlife.
People should not feed the birds because:
· They may feed the birds the wrong food.
· They can affect the migration habits of the birds.

· The birds can develop trust in humans, which will make it easier for people to be able to take the birds.

· Other wildlife (for example, coyotes) will prey on the birds that are being fed by humans.  Thereby, attracting additional wildlife.
He believes there is a municipal code relating the changing the animals behavior, such as feeding them.  Currently, the signs at Lake Balboa Park do not post a citable municipal code for feeding the birds.  Gregory suggested that signs stating “Do NOT feed the wildlife” be posted at all the park entrances and the eating areas.  The park rangers have these signs.  The coyotes are also attracted to the overflowing trash cans.  It is an easy source of food for them.  
David stated that a dog was killed by a coyote at Hjelte Sports Complex.  Gregory said that myths get started by someone reporting what another person saw.  It also leads to getting multiple reports of the same incident.  This is why he prefers that a witness or the dog owner reports the incident.  David said he saw the off-leash Jack Russell Terrier attacked by a coyote.  Gregory noted that the owners of an attacked, off-leash dog usually does not report it, because their dog was off-leash.  David noted that a lot of dogs at Hjelte are off-leash.  
Gregory noted that one of the problems at Hjelte is that people are leaving food for the coyotes.  Coyotes will nip at a person to tell them he wants food.  There have been three of these incidents at Griffith Park.  The coyote bit at a person and then stepped back, waiting for food.  It views humans as a source of food.  Even if you remove a coyote, another coyote will come in area because the food source remains.  The animals learn the patterns, for example, when there is excessive trash.  He recommends more trash pick-ups on weekends and holidays.  The domed trash lids are only a minor deterrent for the coyotes as they are easily knocked-off.  
Gregory recommends reporting coyote sightings.  It will help track the animals and see if there is a pattern.  For example, do they appear on trash days?  It will show how far the coyotes are in the urban setting.  Reported sighting may also help funding, because it brings attention to the problem.

He had many suggestions on how to scare off a coyote.

· Make noise: air horn or whistle

· Get a tin can with coins in it.  Wrap it in Mylar. The noise and the reflective material will scare the coyote away.  You can also throw it at the coyote.  

· Repeatedly open and close an umbrella. 
· Throw golf balls or rocks.

· Wave a rhythmic gymnastics ribbon.  They often make noise also. 

Never throw food as a distraction.  The coyote will associate people with food.  

Gregory displayed photos showing the consequences of trash on the wildlife.  For example, plastic bags ingested by sea turtles and killing them, jars stuck on animals’ heads, and fishing line entangling birds.  Sharon noted that Lake Balboa has two monofilament fishing line recycling receptacles.  
He has heard complaints about one particular park user feeding the birds.  Sharon noted that this person feeds the birds by the road and endangers them.  He said she needs to redirect her interest.  Ivan noted that many people for many years have tried to talk to her to no avail.  Sharon noted that this person has been feeding the birds since 2001.  Gregory suggested we take photos, noting the day and time, and forward it to him.  Give him as much information as possible, such as license plate number.  He will speak to Office Woods, Department of Fish and Game, to see what can be done about this problem.  He also recommends taking down the signs that cite codes that are irrelevant to this park.  

Glenn noted that another problem is newspaper articles that glorify feeding the birds.  He stated that the Audubon Society is trying to publicize how to act responsibly with the wildlife.  

Gregory states that the Department of Fish and Game covers a large area.  Currently there are only three officers for this area: Marty Wall, Cindy Woods, and George Struble.  This department is the ultimate authority on the wildlife.  The other wildlife officer of Animal Services has left the department, which only leaves Gregory.  He would like to train someone.  

Another problem he noted was the plastic bags on trees in the Los Angeles River.  He recommended that we contact our politicians to ban the plastic bags and focus on the safety issue.
Department of Recreation and Parks Report, Previous Recommendations, Requests and Pending Items:

Copies of this list are available.  Due to the time constraint, we will not go over each item.  Members are encouraged to read it.

It was discussed with Ivan that it would be helpful if Aquatics painted the “No Fishing” on the walk path around the lake.  Aquatics has the stencil and may be able to get to it before the RAP maintenance crew.  We suggested that it be painted in red or black, so it will not blend in with the path and bird droppings.
Public Comments:  None.
Recreation and Parks Lack of Support for FOLB:  Previously we were only able to have RAP representation if we met during their working hours or if we “piggy backed” our meeting before the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Areas Steering Committee.  Now we have been informed that we will not have any representation from RAP at our meetings.  A letter from Ramon Barajas, Acting Superintendent stated “Due to recent budget reductions the Department of Recreation and Parks regrets to inform you that we will no longer be able to accommodate future Friends of Lake Balboa Committee meetings at the Valley Region Headquarters at 6335 Woodley Avenue, Van Nuys, CA  91406….”  
This committee was originally organized in 2001 and reactivated in 2008.  RAP set it up as an advisory group.  Now they are not even allowing us to copy our minutes and agendas at the Valley Region Headquarters.  We have done a lot of work and the least RAP can do is support us.  The website, minutes, agendas, etc. is work done by FOLB and at our own time and expense.  

Maintenance Road, North of the Lake; Needs to be Chained-Off:  There is a gap in the delineators adjacent to the road, north of the lake.  The opening is used as an access road for events and illegally parked cars.  Ivan stated that previously, delineators were there, however they were removed for an event but never replaced.  Aquatics prefers that this area not remain open.  Ivan will discuss this with Jeremy.

Moonbouncers, Impact of Illegal Parking and Driving on the Grass:  Sharon will investigate this issue further and discuss it at the next meeting.

Victory for Victims Run Update, April 11, 2010:  Glenn noted that the attendance was greater than anticipated, a reported 2,200 participants.  Originally, they expected 800 - 1,000 people at the event.  

Friends of the Los Angeles River (FOLAR) Clean-Up Update, May 8, 2010:  Approximately 400 volunteers helped clean-up the river.  Two hundred fifty volunteers were from a local church.  This was the largest group at this site.  About 1.58 tons of garbage was collected.  Sharon noted that this clean-up went beyond the usual boundaries.
Tentatively, another clean-up is scheduled for June 19, 2010.  FOLAR is trying to have Anheuser-Busch employees participate in the clean-up.

Sepulveda Basin Master Plan Public Meeting Update, April 24, 2010:  Glenn noted that a land use plan was presented.  Hopefully, the master plan should  be completed this summer.  He will keep everyone posted on any new developments.  We would like another public meeting after the plan is presented.  
Bull Creek Erosion:  We are still waiting for the report from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  Diana noted that the ruts in the walk path have been repaired.

Sepulveda Basin Special Events, New Review Procedure by USACE:  Last month we were sent a Notice of Review from the USACE.  It is a public process, where they solicit comments about particular events in the Basin.
Possible Wildlife and Plant Tours at Lake Balboa/Bull Creek/Beilenson Park:  Kerri stated that the Audubon has interest in hosting the tours.  They are working on the details.

Election for FOLB Vice-Chair:  Sharon agreed to be vice-chair and to fill in for Glenn, if he is unable to attend a meeting.

Meeting Date, Time, and Location:  Previously, the plan for the next meeting was to meet at Valley Region Headquarters with a RAP representative.  Due to the adjustment of the location, we will have to notify everyone when and where the next meeting will be.  

Additional Public Comments:  Anne requested a clarification of the location of the flycasting area.  
Glenn reminded everyone to please report any graffiti.  Do not assume it has already been reported.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:38 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Kerri Barton

See the Previous Recommendations, Requests, and Pending Items List.
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