Friends of Lake Balboa

Department of Recreation and Parks

City of Los Angeles

Proposed Minutes of September 24, 2009 Meeting
Valley Region Headquarters, 6335 Woodley Avenue
1.  The meeting was called to order at 6:42 pm by Glenn Bailey. In attendance were:  Anne Abramson, Patrick Aubuchon, Glenn Bailey, Jack Baird, Bonnie Baron, Kerri Barton, Sharon Brewer, Dudy Brough, Dale Gefre, Lorraine Gimlin, Tim Johnson (Recreation and Parks), Lyn Klein, Linda McMillan, Bahman (Moe) Mojallal, Allen Nelson, Jaynee Thorne, and Ginger Vallery.
2.  The minutes from the July 30, 2009 meeting were reviewed.  Sharon question if item #22 “Tim’s employees do not have aquatics training” needed to be restated.  Tim approved of the wording and it was decided that no change was necessary. The minutes were approved as submitted by a vote of 8-0-1.
PROPOSED BASEBALL FIELD PROJECT ADJACENT TO LAKE BALBOA

3.  The Board of Recreation and Parks (R.A.P.) Commissioners met on August 12, 2009 and addressed the proposed baseball field project adjacent to Lake Balboa.  The commissioners spent about 45 minutes acknowledging a few retirements and commendations.  As a result, public comments on the baseball project were limited to only one minute per person.  The commissioners did not discuss the matter much prior to unanimously voting approval.  At this time the project lacks funding.  We will continue to monitor Commission agendas to learn when the project comes up again.  Lyn will see if the Sierra Club or its Conservation Committee might help fight the legality of the environmental report.  It was also suggested that we write to Barri Worth (barri.worth@lacity.org) of the mayor’s office and voice our individual opinions about the meeting and project.  Another suggestion was to also contact Councilman Greig Smith, because if the ball field is located at the Sepulveda Basin Sports Complex (alternative #3) it will be in his district.
PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATE (ITEMS 4 - 5)
4.  The Office of Public Safety (O.P.S.), in lieu of Park Rangers, is primarily in charge of the safety and security in the parks.  L.A.P.D. concentrates on violent crimes.  Senior Lead Officer Evelyn Solano (O.P.S.) said that she was unable to attend this meeting however, she did e-mail an update.  She said that O.P.S., along with L.A.P.D. have been conducting daily patrols at Lake Balboa and the Sepulveda Basin.  The bike officers, truancy car and the horse detail have conducted patrols in Lake Balboa.  O.P.S. has issued several citations for drinking, loitering after hours, smoking, leash law, and fishing violations.  Unfortunately, burglaries from vehicles continue to be a problem.  Park users are urged to keep valuables out-of-sight.  She has contacted the California Department of Fish and Game and City Department of Transportation (D.O.T.) and requested their assistance.  She requested park users let her know if D.O.T. patrols the park and send her photos of vandalism and graffiti.  Evelyn has contacted L.A.P.D. Senior Lead Officer Ham and she shared our concerns with him.  She and Officer Ham would like to attend our next meeting.
5.  Bonnie suggested that we invite someone from L.A.P.D., who can instruct us on indentifying gang-related graffiti.  Pat has a contact from the graffiti task force.  Allen also has a contact.  

AQUATICS

6.  Principal Recreation Supervisor Mary Bingham sent an e-mail update regarding the paddle boats.  She stated that the paddle boats at Lake Balboa Park have been closed indefinitely due to budget constraints.  There was a private vendor interested in taking over, but she has not heard back from him.  The staff was reduced, but they still have two full-time managers and part time Open Water Lifeguards.  
RECREATION AND PARKS REPORT:  PREVIOUS MEETING UPDATES (ITEMS 7 - 30)
7.  We now have a key for the display boards by the Lifeguard Station and we can update notices.

8.  “Do not feed the ducks” notices have been painted on the walk path.  Today, “and birds” was added.  Tim said the lifeguards do make periodic announcements “Do not feed the wildlife.”  If additional notices need to be painted, please let Tim know.
9.  Mike Shanto e-mailed Tim and notified him that they have a lost and found system at the lifeguard station already.  We would like to get a detailed explanation of the procedures.  It was recommended that signs (visible from the walk path) and flyers (in the display board and future kiosks) with the lifeguard’s telephone number be posted.    Valley Region Headquarters also needs to be informed about the procedure.  Sharon suggested that receipts should be issued to finders and all items be listed in a log.  
10. Jeremy Thomas is in charge of the wood delineators project.  Tim has a few delineators, but lacks the crew to install them.  He will have to pull staff from different parks.  Dale suggested that the telephone company can donate telephone poles.  However, R.A.P. will still have the issue of transporting and cutting the poles.  Glenn suggested that the telephone poles can also be used along the bicycle path along Oxnard Street just west of the Balboa Sports Center.
11. After Woodley Park has been retrofitted for the recycled water, Lake Balboa will be next.  There is no specific date for this.
12. Tim has received one kiosk and the second is on backorder.  Bonnie suggested that one kiosk should be installed by the bridge (near the proposed ball field site) and the second directly across the lake (at the north end).  
13. Leon Boroditsky from the Forestry division performed an inspection of the cherry trees in March 2009.  The numbers are as follows: there were 722 live cherry trees (with roughly 126 in decline or serious decline) and 155 dead trees.  Forestry removed the dead cherry trees and groundout the stumps.  Forestry is committed to replanting at least 100 cherry trees a year.
14. Tim said 14 wisteria vines came in and should be planted in the next week.

15. There may be about 2,400 people retiring/leaving city employment.  Many of them will be from R.A.P.  Jeremy will be the replacement for Tim, who may be retiring by January.
16. Four “No Smoking” signs have been posted.  Please let Tim know if more need to be posted.  It was suggested that a sign be posted by the fishing area at the east side of the lake.
17. Tim has three “No Bicycles Allowed” signs and three “No Skating” and “No Skateboarding Allowed” signs.  Ginger suggests that these signs be posted at all entries to the walk path.
18. Although painting and stencils are not the Maintenance department’s job, Tim did submit a job order requesting that “No Fishing” be painted on the appropriate areas on the cement walkpath around the lake.  He is unsure when this will be done.

19. Friends of Lake Balboa will send updates to the Lake Balboa Neighborhood Council (L.B.N.C.) to update their website about our meetings, etc.
20. The Sierra Pacific Flyfishers should submit a letter to Acting Superintendent Ramon Barajas and request that they be allowed to improve the casting area.  Ramon will decide to approve or deny their request.  They will also need to have liability insurance for their workers, and a Right of Entry Permit among other things.
21.  One fishing line recycling bin has been installed at the fly casting area.  Abel Perez has said that another can be installed at the East side of the lake, a popular fishing area.
22. The graffiti at Bull Creek has subsided since the opening.  Allen brought up the graffiti problem at the L.B.N.C. meeting.  They helped install cameras in the tunnel to deter graffiti.  However, they concluded this was not feasible for Bull Creek.  Park users were again urged to take pictures of the graffiti and report it to the maintenance office.
23. Tim said that 150 feet of chains for the trash cans came in, and 300 more feet are on order.  He will have Jeremy check on the order.
24. Tim spoke to the bicycle rental concessionaire, Wheels Fun Rentals, and they are trying to get a list of rules posted on the bicycles.  Every customer signs a lease agreement that includes the rules.  They must also leave their driver’s license.  Tim had copies of the document for viewing.  Park users are urged to contact the concessionaire (818-471-8365) about infractions. 
25. Abel told Tim that bicycles are not allowed on the Bull Creek paths.  However, no signs are posted. 
26. Los Angeles Conservation Corps are pulling the weeds along the banks in the refurbished area of Bull Creek.
27. The orange fencing is being checked every day and sections are tied back up.  R.A.P. is currently having another 100 “No Trespassing” signs made, which will be posted on the fencing. 
28. The Audubon Society is offering bird walks at the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve on the second Saturday of each month (October to March) at 9:00 am to 11:00 am.
29. Volunteer applications are available, but they do require your social security and driver’s license numbers.  R.A.P. will also do a background check. This is primarily for those volunteers working with or being in contact with children.  Sharon suggested signing a waiver may be adequate for one-time volunteering such as clean-ups.
30. Ginger said the muddy area by the ice cream truck vendor by the playground has been repaired.  
RECREATION AND PARKS REPORT:  NEW ITEMS (ITEMS 31 – 34)
31. There is a problem with burnt coal disposed in the trash cans or left by the trees.  We will look into ordinances limiting barbeques (e.g. electric only).  Dale noted that no barbeques should be allowed by the pine trees due to fire danger.
32. The bridge is slippery when wet.  Tim will look into having the surface roughed-up.  He said the spacing of the wood is within code but several members felt the gaps are too wide for everyone’s safety.
33. The speed bumps, posts, gates and “Stop” on the roads have been repainted. 
34. Due to budget cuts, R.A.P. does not have the funds for overtime; therefore they will not be able to support F.O.L.B.   This means that we will not have a R.A.P. representative at our meetings, nor will we have access to their conference rooms at Valley Region.  Tim suggested that we can meet at the Balboa Sports Center.  Glenn said it was booked on December 3 until at least 7:30 pm and the facility closes at 10:00 pm.  Glenn also checked the Encino Community Center, which is booked that evening.  Moe generously offered the use of his facility, Lake Balboa Studios (7412 Balboa Blvd.).  It was stated by several persons that it is unfair for R.A.P. to provide no support to F.O.L.B., which represents a very heavily used park.
ONGOING LAKE BALBOA/BEILENSON PARK ISSUES (ITEMS 35 – 37)
35. The volunteer horse patrols are still patrolling Lake Balboa and there continues to be a lack of clean-up after the horses, including earlier this week.  Dale said although most of the volunteers are not peace officers, their presence may help with the enforcement of rules.  He does agree that they do need to pick-up after themselves.  Park users are urged to take pictures of the patrol and forward it to F.O.L.B.
36. There are no plans for water fountains at Bull Creek.

37. The Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Area Steering Committee may do a tour of the Bull Creek Ecosystem on Tuesday, October 27, 2009.

38. The Community Beautification Grant provides for up to a $10,000 matching grant for projects that build community through the implementation process and enhance the neighborhood.  The L.B.N.C. is proposing a “Welcome to Lake Balboa” sign.   Anne suggested that F.O.L.B. could propose installing benches at the Bull Creek area.  The website, www.CBGrant.org, has several ideas for projects.  The deadline is October 20, 2009.
39. Productive clean-ups in the L.A. River adjacent to Lake Balboa were conducted by The Friends of the Los Angeles River on August 22 and Councilman Cardenas’ office along with Heal the Bay on September 19.

40. The F.O.L.B website is under construction.  Please submit any suggestions to Glenn.

41.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, December 3.  The time and location is to be announced.   Our meetings are generally held on the fourth (rather than the last) Thursday of the odd months, but due to the Thanksgiving Day conflict, November’s meeting will be postponed to December 3.

42. The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,
Kerri Barton
